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Village e-Learning Consultancy 

Tools, techniques and technologies 


Session Plan
 

Session title: The use of mobile technologies to 'include' (and how they can 'exclude')

Session Date and Time: 
Wednesday 2 November @ 15:50 – 16:40.  [50 minutes]
Session Room: Breakout Room 6/7 – MICC

Objectives

a) To create discussion of how mobile technologies might be used to ‘include’ learners who might otherwise be ‘excluded’

b) To raise awareness of what we mean by mobile learning technologies

c) To raise awareness of sundry disabilities and our responsibilities 
d) To explore which learners might also be ‘included’ or ‘excluded’

As more of our learners take personal possession of high powered mobile computing devices (modern mobile phones) we should explore new opportunities. Our session will highlight the pros and cons of mobile technologies for learners who may or may not attend normal in-house college sessions. These might include learners with emotional and behavioural difficulties, adults taught in outreach centres, learners with disabilities or, possibly, even you. We will explore and discuss the use of PDAs, SMS texting and other 'point of learning' technologies.

	Time
	Action by - leader
	- group
	Resources

	15.50pm
	Allow time for stragglers
Discuss session interactions –

· TASK = to propel paper as far as possible
· TASK = to fill in prize bingo 

· Briefly explain yellow sticky’s and flip chart

	Listen 
	· A4 sheet
· Paperclips

· A4 bingo

· Sticky pads

· Flip chart

	15.55pm

Obs.

All
	Introduce self

Introduce session

( As delegates will have seen from others such as James Clay, Sarah Knight, Rob Englebright and Andy Black – m-Learning is here to stay and here to make a difference to our students learning opportunities. 
( I have been instrumental in the use of such technologies myself, having first talked about ‘keeping kids alive’ with SMS 4 conferences ago, and featuring in Sarah’s ‘Innovative Practice’ publication for use of PDA’s. 
( With the emergence of ‘pod casting’, ‘blogs’ and sundry other great technologies – I thought it might be time to take a step back and see just who is benefiting. 
( During the process of employing m-learning do we ‘exclude’ some whilst trying to ‘include’ others?
( Do we need to explore this feature before rushing headlong into an embedding frenzy?

	· Internet
· Projector

· Speakers

· Notes




	16.00pm
Obs.

a); b);
	Ask:
· What is m-Learning

(Delegates interact with screen, I also hand out PDAs for those who haven’t seen yet)
Discuss responses
	Respond
Discuss 
	· Post 16 PPT                                                        First slide
· Gyro suite
· PDAs 


	16.10pm
Obs.

a); c); 
	Moving on
· Ask delegates to be thinking of what disabilities might be addressed by m-Learning

Ask them to write on sticky pads ready for later (e.g. texting = deaf etc). Ask them not to think ONLY of disabilities – think of ‘others’
· Show slide 2 – our responsibilities’
· Show SimDis
· Mention CTaD resources

· Mention Lilian’s (Show one)


	Listen

Respond
	· Post 16 PPT
Second slide
· Sticky pads

· Pens
· Internet



	16.20pm
Obs.

a); c); d)
	Moving on

Instigate discussion of SimDis site and how it helps to raise out awareness of disabilities.
· Put sticky sheets of envisaged use on appropriate flipchart

Expand upon answers – develop responses
	Discuss
Respond 


	· Flip chart

	16.30pm
	Moving on

· Tell stories of current use
West Cheshire; West Suffolk; Dewsbury
· Show clips if available and if time allows.

· Final discussions

· Handout from TechDis

· Prize winners

· KEEP IT SIMPLE
	Listen


	· Projector
· Speakers

· Post 16 PPT

Final slide

· WCC clip

· Dews clip

· Handout

	16.40pm
	Close.
	
	


[From www.techdis.ac.uk - 30th November 2005]

m-Learning can add value to the experiences of many learners but it may not add value equally to all. This does not justify denying those who can benefit but due consideration must be given to ensure others are not substantially disadvantaged. The table below illustrates a number of assistive technology genres - types of tools for assisting the learner in different aspects of the learning process. For each type of assistive technology tool, the opportunities afforded by m-Learning are outlined. Note that many of the advantages below are essentially accessibility benefits of eLearning. To a disabled learner the added value of m-Learning is threefold:
· Any assistive technology benefit afforded by m-Learning is more portable so the support available to the learner is available more places and more times.

· Mobile technologies are generally cheaper than PCs and laptops so more likely to be affordable.

· Mobile technologies are private and personal in use and have none of the student self-image problems that may be associated with traditional assistive technologies. 

	  Type of tools 
	m-Learning potential 

	Recording 
tools 

  
	Sound - many PDAs provide the facility for easy voice recording. Many disabled learners have difficulty with note taking - voice recording may offer an easy alternative. 

Images - the inbuilt cameras on many PDAs and phones provide an alternative way for many learners to make records when (or where) traditional note taking might prove difficult. 

Text - Handwriting recognition, portable keypads and onscreen keyboards provide alternative opportunities for making notes in a range of environments. For some learners this can be more effective than note taking with pen and paper. 

	Planning 

  
	Students with difficulty in planning and organisation can benefit from many of the inbuilt functions in PDAs and phones, such as the calendar, clock, to do lists, alarms, notepad functions etc. In respect of planning assignments and essays, mind mapping software for PDAs can allow learners to separate content from structure and focus on each independently. 

	Reading 
tools 
	Print challenged learners can benefit from the alternative media available on many PDAs. These can include audio clips, animations, video clips or text to speech. 

	Writing 
tools 

  
	Word prediction and spellchecking software are available for the main PDA platforms and can offer support for learners in a range of environments where PC based support would not necessarily be available. 

	Communication tools 
	For many disabled learners, mobile phones add disproportionate value to the learning experience. For example SMS and email allow deaf learners to work on collaborative tasks on an equal footing with their non-signing peers. Similarly, the ability to beam files wirelessly between devices means collaborative tasks are made easier for all users - often providing disproportionate benefits for many disabled learners. Live uploads to blogs, wikis and mediaboards can enable disabled learners to actively participate in field courses even if access is limited. 


m-Learning - an overview of the advantages
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