Ways to make a computer more accessible
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Ways to make a computer more accessible

	1.
	On your computer, go to 

Start > Settings > Control Panel
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	Work your way through the tabs (keyboard, sound, display, mouse and general) and options (eg StickyKeys) on each tab. 

Make notes on what each option does to the computer.

If you are using Windows XP, there are more options to explore. 
Using the instructions above, make a note of the slight differences.

[image: image3.wmf] 


THEN go to

.. and then

.. All Programmes 

.. Accessories

.. Accessibility
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To see this choice of programmes 
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	2.
	Use keyboard shortcuts: There are many ways to move around the screen and edit text without using a mouse.

Open Word on the computer. Type the text on the right.

Use Ctrl and the left arrow key to move back word by word along the sentence.

Go forward to the start of ‘flowerpot’.

Press Shift, Ctrl and the right arrow to select the word ‘flowerpot’. 

Press Ctrl-B to make the word bold.

Press Alt-F to make the File menu open. After a few seconds, the whole menu opens up. 

Notice that for each action, there is a letter that is underlined. Pressing the letter on the keyboard will make the action happen (e.g. S for Save)

Some of the actions have keyboard shortcuts as well. You can see this on the right of the drop-down menu.

So to save a document, you can simply type Ctrl-s on the keyboard.


	Bill and Ben are the flowerpot men.






	3.
	Viewing the web:

Go to any web page.

Click on View > Text Size > Largest on the Internet Explorer menu bar.

What happens?


	

	3.1
	Click on Tools > Internet Options

Click on the Accessibility button at the bottom of the General tab.

The computer user can change the formatting of web pages and even use their personal style sheet if they have a preference for colours and fonts. Their personal style sheet makes the font and text + background colours change to their preferred combination.

 
	



To learn more KEYBOARD SHORTCUTS �HYPERLINK "http://www.village-e-learning.co.uk/access.htm"��follow this link�.





If you have a mouse with a centre wheel, you can press Ctrl at the same time as rolling (scrolling?) the wheel to see the text become larger or smaller.





TASK 1


Explore the following options.


Check out each option and type a short note (just a line or so) detailing your findings. E.g. could you see how any one of these might be useful for a student (or yourself?); could you personally find a use for any of the options you’ve seen? Are any of them a nuisance? [You will need the text you write later]





TASK 2


Visit John Rousell’s site – � HYPERLINK "http://www.techdis.ac.uk/simdis" ��http://www.techdis.ac.uk/simdis� 


Check out the pages you find type another short note (add a line or so top your previous note) detailing your findings. E.g. how might you now change the way you do something? Do you now understand something about a particular disability – what is it?  [You will need the text you write later]





Down the right hand side of the web page (linked to above) you will see a link to a Word document which shows you more Keyboard Shortcuts.  


TASK 3


Write a few lines of text (perhaps the notes you have already made for tasks 1 and 2?) and practice the shortcuts.





TASK 4


Visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.techdis.ac.uk/getstylesheetwizard" �http://www.techdis.ac.uk/getstylesheetwizard�  and go to the ‘create your own style sheet’ link. You will eventually come to a ‘submit’ button.





Copy and paste the code presented into Notepad (start > all programmes > accessories > notepad) and then save that as fred.css (desktop is as good a place as any for this).





Open the dialogue box seen in 3.1 above and select your file (fred.css).





What happens?
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