DEWSBURY COLLEGE

THE WONDER PROJECT

(Widening Opportunities and New Developments in Educational Resources)

USEFUL WEBSITES FOR INFORMATION ABOUT ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY

The aim of the original WONDER project at Dewsbury College was to research how assistive technology, including MLEs, can benefit students with disabilities.   As part of the project, this guide was produced to supply a list of websites which may be useful for relevant information, guidance and advice.  The guide is by no means exhaustive: an internet search for assistive technology will bring up many thousands of matches.  However, we hope the information will be useful, particularly if you have little previous knowledge in this area.   Although the majority of the sites in the guide relate directly to assistive technology, other more general sites relating to disabilities have also been included as they may provide useful background information.

Relevant websites generally fall into several categories, the main ones of which are:  

· general sites of  charities or other organisations relating to specific  disabilities  e.g. RNIB, RNID

· sites of charities and other organisations (e.g. Abilitynet, TechDis) which are specifically aimed at providing guidance, advice and support in the use of a variety of enabling technologies   

· those of educational establishments 

· commercial sites, usually  manufacturers or suppliers of assistive technology.  These may also provide other information - for example, about particular disabilities - or have links to other sites

· government/other "public" sites - particularly useful for information on legislation relating to disabilities
Sites generally are easy to use.  The best are well-laid out, easily navigable and many are *Bobby or *WAI/W3C approved or have text-only versions.  They may also contain objective information, FAQs
 and/or fact sheets, useful links and a variety of other related information. 

· Bobby-approved sites have been checked to ensure they are accessible by people who have visual or hearing impairments or other disabilities.  WAI (Web Accessibility Initiative)/W3C sites follow webpage guidelines to ensure they are accessible for people with disabilities.

	General sites of charities
Many charities have sites relating to a particular disability.   Similar sites are set up and maintained by individuals/groups with an interest in a specific disability.  The best provide: information on the particular disability/disabilities; details of relevant assistive technology and how it can be used; downloadable fact sheets; links to other useful sites.

Charities/other organisations aimed at providing advice, guidance and support

These often have a particular emphasis e.g. assistive technology for use in an educational or vocational setting.   Many offer a free advice service on assistive technology suitable for specific disabilities.  They may  also offer training in the use of the assistive technology - sometimes this is free, but more often a fee is charged. 

Educational sites

Some of these may be aimed at school-age children rather than students in Further Education, but may still have relevant information.

Many universities, particularly US ones, have well-developed sites which provide a whole range of information (including their own provision for students with disabilities).  They often have useful links, and some  may have research sections. 


	
	Commercial sites
The best of these have clear and detailed information on their products.    They often specialise in assistive technology for one particular type of disability e.g. visual impairment.  They may have a free advice service, but if any training is needed to use their products it is usually quite expensive.   There are often links to other sites, FAQs and downloadable fact sheets.  Some sites, e.g. SEMERC, are more general and provide a wide variety of useful information.
Government/other "public" sites

These are particularly useful for the latest information on relevant legislation e.g. the Disability Discrimination Act and the Special Educational Needs Bill; benefits etc.

· We have previously used many of these sites and found them useful.  Others have been discovered during research and also appear to be useful.

Although an indication is given as to whether a site is Bobby or WC3 approved, or has a text-only version (particularly useful for use with screen-reading software, which is not always successful at reading graphics), lack of any of these does not necessarily mean that the site is difficult to use by people with disabilities.  The majority are well-laid out, have clear text and do not have irrelevant graphics. 


USEFUL WEBSITES

	Site address
	Information

	www.abilitynet.co.uk
Bobby/W3C
	Try this site first - it's excellent and extremely comprehensive, with information on a wide variety of topics - for example, free/cheap computer solutions for the visually impaired, configuring Windows and software for people with disabilities, voice recognition systems, teleworking, suppliers, and hints for dyslexics.   Has a message board (run by BraveNet).  

Abilitynet is a charity aimed at bringing the benefits of computer technology to people with disabilities.  It has regional centres which offer a range of services to the disabled.

	www.rnib.org.uk  

W3C
	The site for information about a variety of technological aids - educational, vocational and domestic - which the RNIB sells for people who are blind or visually impaired.  A good clear layout, downloadable fact sheets on a variety of topics, and many useful links to other sites.   Search facility for products, though this sometimes is inconsistent.   

	www.granadalearning.co.uk
leads to

http://www.semerc.com/  information service)
	Excellent reference source, with details about a wide variety of disabilities.  Also information for people with disabilities, with links to many sites (both assistive technology and others).  The main site (www.granadalearning.co.uk) contains details of educational resources, products and news, particularly for schools/parents.  

	www.microsoft.com/enable
Text -only version available
	Microsoft’s accessibility site.  Information on Microsoft built-in accessibility features; type of assistive technology; tutorials (e.g. setting options for people with visual impairment or difficulty using the keyboard or mouse; accessibility wizard).  Straightforward and clear, excellent range of information.  Free monthly newsletter.  Check this one out.  

	www.abilityhub.com
Bobby
	A very useful site.  Aims to help find information on adaptive technology - alternative methods of access to computer technology for those who would otherwise find this difficult.  Excellent source of information on: a variety of categories of products; how they can be used; what needs to be done to make them work; what they can do.  Has a message board.  American site, so pricing of products is in dollars.

	http://www.ability.org.uk/index1.html 
Bobby
	Alphabetical index of (worldwide) information, contacts, software/hardware, suppliers.   Many relevant links (but also some which appear to have nothing to do with assistive technology/disability - for example, "Heavy artillery of the American Civil War!).

	www.rehabtool.com
Bobby
	An American company which develops and markets innovative hardware and software.  Very good links and a free quarterly newsletter on new Assistive Technology developments.

	www.esmerel.org

	Canadian site.   Wide-ranging personal collection of disability resources.  Extremely good links (including to British sites).  Updated frequently.

	www.pluk.org/AT1.html

	Family guide to assistive technology.  American site.  Very clear, lots of good background information on many disabilities and how to use technology to assist people with these disabilities.  Aimed at parents of children needing assistive technology, and some information (e.g. USA funding and legislation) is irrelevant to the UK.  Watch out if you want to print it - you might get all 64 pages.

	www.techdis.ac.uk
W3C
	JISC service, aimed at enhancing access through technology to learning and teaching, research and admin activities to staff and students in FE/HE.  Database has lists of manufactures and suppliers, linked to detailed descriptions of products and useful links from these.  Aim of database is to provide an online resource of information about available products.  

TechDis Connections is a new service whereby a register of expertise is being built up.  Those who feel they can make a contribution are invited to register - use of the register could be a useful to make contacts with others in HE/FE 

	www.tiresias.org/
Bobby
	Developed by the RNIB and Moorfields Eye Hospital - don't be put off by its description as an information site for professionals working in the field of visual disabilities.  It could be very useful.  Gives details and price information on assistive technology/devices currently available for the visually impaired, including those from non-UK sources.   

	www.nfac.org.uk

	Site of the National Federation of Access Centres.  On a consultancy basis, Access centres aim to assist individuals with disabilities into education, employment and training.  They assess for suitable assistive technology, advise on arranging funding for specialist equipment and train people in the use of equipment.  

	www.ace-north.org.uk

	ACE centres – services to support communication and learning through assistive technology (AT) and alternative/augmentative technology (AAC) systems and resources.  Assessment and training on communication and writing aids.

	http://www.dolphinuk.co.uk/ 
W3C   Bobby
	Suppliers of HAL screen-reading software.  Free software downloads include HAL Lite (freeware screen reading software for DOS) and Lunar Lite (freeware screen reading software for Windows 3.1)   Demo software includes Supernova (multi-use software for the visually-impaired), Cicero (translates scanned text into speech). Cipher (translates text into braille).  Very useful case studies and links. 

	www.inclusive.co.uk
text-only version
	 A commercial assistive technology site, with very useful articles and information.  Covers learning disabilities, dyslexia and physical disabilities.  Some free downloadable software.  An excellent site.

	www.keytools.com/

	A UK supplier's site of resources, browsable by disability/need.  Demos of some software packages can be downloaded.

	www.freedomscientific.com/

	The site of Henter-Joyce, suppliers of JAWS and other software for the visually impaired.  Lots of useful information.  Product overviews.  Includes free download demos of JAWS screen reading software, MAGic screen magnification, speech software, OPENBook scanning and reading software etc.  For JAWS users, instructions/basic training can be downloaded.  Information on updates to JAWS etc.

	www.sightandsound.co.uk

	Site of supplier of equipment to people with disabilities, particularly with visual impairment.  Lots of useful information on equipment and how it can be used.

	www.iansyst.co.uk
W3C
	Suppliers of computers etc for disabled people.   Offers advice, training and technical support.  A very useful site (and very helpful phone contact).  

	www.dyslexia.co.uk

	Dyslexia site of Sight and Sound Technology – very good information on dyslexia and useful resources.  Links to a variety of national/international dyslexia organisations.

	www.dyslexic.com
Text-only version available
	Dyslexia site of Iansyst – lots of very useful information.   

	www.bda-dyslexia.org.uk/

	British Dyslexia Association site.  Has very comprehensive information on software to support dyslexics, with other relevant information.

 

	www.closingthegap.com

	Computer technology in special education and rehabilitation.  A resource directory, with a guide to the latest computer-related products.

	www.abledata.com
Bobby
	US site with useful links

	www.assistivetech.net
Bobby   W3C
	US site of resources.  Useful links

	www.fastuk.org
Bobby
	Foundation for Assistive Technology.  UK - has database which is a comprehensive index of assistive technology research and development, equipment manufacturers, researchers, charities, sources of funding  and many relevant organisations.

	www.magnifiers.org/

	(Peter's Accessibility Corner).  Links to sites of developers of screen magnifiers for the visually impaired, with news on latest updates of these.  Message board and downloads

	www.rnid.org.uk

	For information on deaf/hearing impaired issues.  Has smallish technology section (www.rnid.org.uk/html/info_technology.htm

	http://www.disability-office.ed.ac.uk/ 
Text-only version
	University of Edinburgh disability site.  Includes details of research, product information, hints and tips.  Downloadable information on topics such as adapting keyboards, mice and adjusting Windows for particular disabilities.

	http://education.cant.ac.uk/xplanatory/ 

	A university disability site.  Some good links, and very useful overview/information on various types of software to support computer access.

	www.disabilityuk.com
	A general disability site.  

 

	http://trainland.tripod.com/autism.htm 
	This site is devoted to providing information and web sites entirely committed to autism

	www.disabilitynow.org.uk

	Online newspaper on disability issues; useful information and chat forum.  Links in various categories.  Lots of information but a visually very cluttered site, particularly the front page.

	http://inclusion.ngfl.gov.uk/ 
	Catalogue of resources to support individual learning needs – publications, software and hardware, guidance and links, discussion groups, notice boards and mailing lists.

	www.disability.gov.uk
	A government site with useful information about recent legislation, advice and links

	www.doh.gov.uk/scg/bran6.htm
Text-only version
	A government site with lots of useful general information about the wider aspects of disabilities.  Link particularly to deaf/blind site.

	www.dlf.org.uk
Bobby
	The Disability Living Foundation - a national charity aiming to give the best possible choice of equipment to live a more independent life for people with disabilities.  Very useful and detailed fact sheets on a wide variety of topics - e.g. social issues around disabilities, obtaining funding from charities, disability awareness etc.

	www.fernuni-hagen.de/FTB/AAATE.html
Bobby
	Association for the Advancement of Assistive Technology in Europe.  Aims to create awareness of assistive technology, promote research and design etc.  

	www.cast.org/bobby/
Bobby
	Bobby is a programme to help site designers to ensure their pages are accessible by the largest number of people possible.  It checks for use of pages with different browsers as well as performing a series of tests to ensure the site is accessible by people who are visually or hearing impaired or have a physical disability.

	www.w3.org/WAI
W3C


	Web accessibility guidelines for the design of commercial products to increase their accessibility by people with disabilities.  Includes WAI (Web Access Initiative) guidelines for website design.
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